George H.W. Bush Speech, Attack on Iraq 1991 (Excerpts)
3:15 min

Just two hours ago, Allied air forces began an attack on military targets in Iraq and Kuwait. These
attacks continue as I speak. Ground forces are not engaged. This conflict started Aug. 2, when the
dictator of Iraq invaded a small and helpless neighbor. Kuwait, a member of the Arab League and a
member of the United Nations, was crushed, its people brutalized. Five months ago, Saddam
Hussein started this cruel war against Kuwait; tonight, the battle has been joined.
This military action, taken in accord with United Nations resolutions and with the consent of the
United States Congress, follows months of constant and virtually endless diplomatic activity on the
part of the United Nations, the United States and many, many other countries.….Now, the 28
countries with forces in the Gulf area have exhausted all reasonable efforts to reach a peaceful
resolution, and have no choice but to drive Saddam from Kuwait by force. We will not fail.
.…Some may ask, why act now? Why not wait? The answer is clear. The world could wait no longer.
Sanctions, though having some effect, showed no signs of accomplishing their objective. Sanctions
were tried for well over five months, and we and our allies concluded that sanctions alone would not
force Saddam from Kuwait.
While the world waited, Saddam Hussein systematically raped, pillaged, and plundered a tiny nation
no threat to his own. He subjected the people of Kuwait to unspeakable atrocities, and among those,
maimed and murdered innocent children.
While the world waited, Saddam sought to add to the chemical weapons arsenal he now possesses
an infinitely more dangerous weapon of mass destruction--a nuclear weapon. And while the world
waited, while the world talked peace and withdrawal, Saddam Hussein dug in and moved massive
forces into Kuwait.
While the world waited, while Saddam stalled, more damage was being done to the fragile economies
of the Third World, emerging democracies of Eastern Europe, to the entire world, including to our own
economy.
…While the world waited, Saddam Hussein met every overture of peace with open contempt.
While the world prayed for peace, Saddam prepared for war.
I had hoped that when the United States Congress, in historic debate, took its resolute action,
Saddam would realize he could not prevail, and would move out of Kuwait in accord with the United
Nations resolutions. He did not do that. Instead, he remained intransigent, certain that time was on
his side.
…I've told the American people before that this will not be another Vietnam, and I repeat this here

tonight. Our troops will have the best possible support in the entire world, and they will not be asked
to fight with one hand tied behind their back. I'm hopeful that this fighting will not go on for long, and
that casualties will be held to an absolute minimum.
When we are successful, and we will be, we have a real chance at this new world order, an order in
which a credible United Nations can use its peace-keeping role to fulfil the promise and vision of the
U.N.'s founders.
We have no argument with the people of Iraq. Indeed, for the innocents caught in this conflict, I pray
for their safety. Our goal is not the conquest of Iraq. It is the liberation of Kuwait.
No President can easily commit our sons and daughters to war. Ours is an all-volunteer force,
magnificently trained, highly motivated. The troops know why they're there….. Tonight, America and
the world are deeply grateful to them and to their families.
And let me say to everyone listening or watching tonight: When the troops we've sent in finish their
work, I'm determined to bring them home as soon as possible. Tonight, as our forces fight, they and
their families are in our prayers.
May God bless each and every one of them, and the coalition forces at our side in the Gulf, and may
He continue to bless our nation, the United States of America.

