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….Throughout America's adventure in free government, our basic purposes have been 

to keep the peace, to foster progress in human achievement, and to enhance liberty, 

dignity, and integrity among peoples and among nations. To strive for less would be 

unworthy of a free and religious people. Any failure traceable to arrogance, or our lack 

of comprehension, or readiness to sacrifice would inflict upon us grievous hurt, both at 

home and abroad. 

Progress toward these noble goals is persistently threatened by the conflict now 

engulfing the world. It commands our whole attention, absorbs our very beings. We face 

a hostile ideology global in scope, ruthless in purpose, and insidious in method. 

Unhappily, the danger it poses promises to be of indefinite duration. To meet it 

successfully, there is called for, those things which enable us to carry forward steadily, 

surely, and without complaint the burdens of a prolonged and complex struggle with 

liberty the stake. Only thus shall we remain, despite every provocation, on our charted 

course toward permanent peace and human betterment. 

… Until the latest of our world conflicts, the United States had no armaments industry. 

But we can no longer risk emergency improvisation of national defense. We have been 

compelled to create a permanent armaments industry of vast proportions. … We 

annually spend on military security alone more than the net income of all United States 

corporations. 

In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted 

influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential 

for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists and will persist. We must never let the 

weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes.  

We should take nothing for granted. Only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can 

compel the proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery of defense with 

our peaceful methods and goals, so that security and liberty may prosper together. 



Another factor in maintaining balance involves the element of time. As we peer into 

society's future, we -- you and I, and our government -- must avoid the impulse to live 

only for today, plundering for our own ease and convenience the precious resources of 

tomorrow. We cannot mortgage the material assets of our grandchildren without risking 

the loss also of their political and spiritual heritage.  

 

To all the peoples of the world, I once more give expression to America's prayerful and 

continuing aspiration: We pray that peoples of all faiths, all races, all nations, may have 

their great human needs satisfied; that those now denied opportunity shall come to 

enjoy it to the full; that all who yearn for freedom may experience its few spiritual 

blessings. 

Now, on Friday noon, I am to become a private citizen. I am proud to do so. I look 

forward to it. 

Thank you, and good night. 

 


