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The thought police would get him just the same. He had committed–would have 

committed, even if he had never set pen to paper–the essential crime that contained all 

others in itself. Thoughtcrime, they called it. Thoughtcrime was not a thing that could be 

concealed forever. You might dodge successfully for a while, even for years, but sooner 

or later they were bound to get you. 

 

People simply disappeared, always during the night. Your name was removed from the 

registers, every record of everything you had ever done was wiped out, your one-time 

existence was denied and then forgotten. You were abolished, annihilated: vaporized 

was the usual word.”  

 

Often as not, the children were the best informers for the Thought Police. Nearly all 

children nowadays were horrible. What was worst of all was that by means of such 

organizations as The Spies they were systematically turned into ungovernable little 

savages, and yet this produced in them no tendency whatever to rebel against the 

discipline of the Party. On the contrary, they adored the Party and everything connected 

with it… All their ferocity was turned outwards, against the enemies of the State, against 

foreigners, traitors, saboteurs, thought-criminals. It was almost normal for people over 

thirty to be frightened of their own children.” 

 


