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…I believe in an America where the separation of church and state is absolute; where no Catholic prelate would tell the 

President -- should he be Catholic -- how to act, and no Protestant minister would tell his parishioners for whom to vote; 

where no church or church school is granted any public funds or political preference, and where no man is denied public 

office merely because his religion differs from the President who might appoint him, or the people who might elect him.  

I believe in an America that is officially neither Catholic, Protestant nor Jewish; where no public official either requests or 

accept instructions on public policy from the Pope, the National Council of Churches or any other ecclesiastical source; 

where no religious body seeks to impose its will directly or indirectly upon the general populace or the public acts of its 

officials, and where religious liberty is so indivisible that an act against one church is treated as an act against all… 

… Finally, I believe in an America where religious intolerance will someday end, where all men and all churches are 

treated as equals, where every man has the same right to attend or not to attend the church of his choice, where there is 

no Catholic vote, no anti-Catholic vote, no bloc voting of any kind…  

… But let me stress again that these are my views.  

For contrary to common newspaper usage, I am not the Catholic candidate for President.  

I am the Democratic Party's candidate for President who happens also to be a Catholic.  

I do not speak for my church on public matters; and the church does not speak for me. Whatever issue may come before 

me as President, if I should be elected, on birth control, divorce, censorship, gambling or any other subject, I will make my 

decision in accordance with these views -- in accordance with what my conscience tells me to be in the national interest, 

and without regard to outside religious pressure or dictates. And no power or threat of punishment could cause me to 

decide otherwise.  

But if the time should ever come -- and I do not concede any conflict to be remotely possible -- when my office would 

require me to either violate my conscience or violate the national interest, then I would resign the office; and I hope any 

conscientious public servant would do likewise.  

But I do not intend to apologize for these views to my critics of either Catholic or Protestant faith; nor do I intend to 

disavow either my views or my church in order to win this election.  

If I should lose on the real issues, I shall return to my seat in the Senate, satisfied that I'd tried my best and was fairly 

judged.  

But if this election is decided on the basis that 40 million Americans lost their chance of being President on the day they 

were baptized, then it is the whole nation that will be the loser, in the eyes of Catholics and non-Catholics around the 

world, in the eyes of history, and in the eyes of our own people.  

But if, on the other hand, I should win this election, then I shall devote every effort of mind and spirit to fulfilling the oath of 

the Presidency…. For without reservation, I can, "solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the office of President of the 

United States, and will to the best of my ability preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution -- so help me God. 

 


