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Behind me stands a wall that encircles the free sectors of this city, part of a vast system 
of barriers that divides the entire continent of Europe. From the Baltic South, those 
barriers cut across Germany in a gash of barbed wire, concrete, dog runs, and guard 
towers. …yet  it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most clearly; here, cutting 
across your city, where the news photo and the television screen have imprinted this 
brutal division of a continent upon the mind of the world. 

Standing before the Brandenburg Gate, every man is a German separated from his 
fellow men. 

Every man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

Yet, I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a message of hope, even in the 
shadow of this wall, a message of triumph. 

From devastation, from utter ruin, you Berliners have, in freedom, rebuilt a city that once 
again ranks as one of the greatest on earth.  

In the 1950s—In the 1950s Khrushchev predicted: “We will bury you.” 

But in the West today, we see a free world that has achieved a level of prosperity and 
well-being unprecedented in all human history. In the Communist world, we see failure, 
technological backwardness, declining standards of health, even want of the most basic 
kind—too little food. After these four decades, then, there stands before the entire world 
one great and inescapable conclusion: Freedom leads to prosperity. Freedom replaces 
the ancient hatreds among the nations with comity and peace. Freedom is the victor. 

And now—now the Soviets themselves may, in a limited way, be coming to understand 
the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow about a new policy of reform 
and openness. Some political prisoners have been released. Certain foreign news 
broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some economic enterprises have been 
permitted to operate with greater freedom from state control. 

There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be unmistakable, that would 
advance dramatically the cause of freedom and peace. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this gate. 

Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate. 

Mr. Gorbachev—Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall! 



… 

… 

. I believe there’s something that involves Berlin’s whole look and feel and way of life—
not mere sentiment. …. Something, instead, that has seen the difficulties of life in Berlin 
but chose to accept them, something that speaks with a powerful voice of affirmation, 
that says “yes” to this city, yes to the future, yes to freedom. In a word, I would submit 
that what keeps you in Berlin—is “love.” 

Love both profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most fundamental distinction of all 
between East and West. The totalitarian world produces backwardness because it does 
such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to create, to enjoy, to worship. 
The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love and of worship an affront. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag, I noticed words crudely spray-
painted upon the wall, perhaps by a young Berliner (quote): 

“This wall will fall. Beliefs become reality.” 

Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall, for it cannot withstand faith; it cannot withstand 
truth. The wall cannot withstand freedom. 

Thank you and God bless you all. Thank you 

 


